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Urbanization is a driving force within society.
It affects where we live, work, shop, and
even where we choose to spend time on the
weekends. Not only is this observed in the
U.S., it also extends worldwide. A report by
the United Nations shows that 54% of the
world’s population now resides in urban
areas, compared to 30% in 1950. This figure is
expected to reach 66% globally by 2050.
Today, you don’t have to live in a 24-hour city to
enjoy urban living. Enter, mixed-use. Mixed-use
developments combine retail, residential, office,
hotel and/or recreation creating an inclusive

Of all the advantages that mixed-use offers,
transportation is at the forefront. Amid increasing
energy prices, congestion and environmental
concerns, transit-oriented developments
(TODs) have seen a surge within the mixed-use
sector. TODs are defined by close proximity to
public transit, walkability for pedestrians and the
incorporation of live-work-play features. In addition
to market demand, TODs are being encouraged
by municipalities that benefit from an increase in
public transit use and a reduction of cars on the
roads. As a result, air quality improves, road costs
decrease and city services are consolidated.
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As mixed-use continues to infiltrate cities and

The growth of mixed-use has also begun reshaping
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are not looking to move to the suburbs of
generations past. Attractive suburbs offer suburban
and urban benefits including mixed-use and transitoriented options.
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